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Objectives today

• Priorities and goals for your time at Seminary

• Practical information about the course, and Seminary life



The goal

• Preparation for preaching & pastoral ministry



Priorities for your time at Seminary

• Growth in your knowledge and love of Christ

• Growth in godliness

• Growth in love for the church

• Preparing for ministry



Growth in knowledge & love of Christ

• Not the same as growing in knowledge of theology

• Discipline of devotions

• Personal and family

• Mentoring & 1:1

• Morning worship

• Student prayer meetings



Growth in Godliness

• Example to the flock

• Community life

•NB – Zoom access to lectures available if necessary

• Partnerships: pairs or triplets



John Benton

Director of Pastoral 

Support,

Pastors’ Academy



Love for the church

• Be a model church member

• Accountability/ mentoring relationship

• Regular ministry experience



Preparing for Ministry

• Always keep the goal in view

•Develop clear convictions

• Be proactive in seeking a call



Preparing for Ministry

• Be thinking now about your call to a church.  It will take many 

months.

• Seeking a Call – on Moodle

• Also on Dropbox: Preaching & Pastoral Opportunities

• Consider FIEC Pastors’ Network.  Application will take months.





Seminary Life



Key People

• Bill James (Principal) and David Green (Vice-Principal)

• Tutor groups – appointments at least once a term, but more 

generally point of contact about the course.

• Morning Worship feedback (Bill: Tues & Fri, David: Weds & 

Thurs).

• Stephen Wright, Development Director



Key People

• Nigel Redford (Registrar)

• Fees, accommodation, student welfare, First Aid.  Library.

• David Wilson (Administrator)

• Course admin – eg running Moodle, handling assignments, 

absence.   Setup of lecture rooms

• Hilary Roberts (part-time admin assistant)

• Jane Baker (Bookkeeper), Ruth Godden (Accountant)



Key People - Pastors’ Academy

• Garry Williams (Director & Systematics Tutor)

• Matthew Mason (Asst. Director & Ethics Tutor)

• John Benton (Pastoral Support Director)

• Steven Bowers (North), Phil Raine (Midlands), Malcolm 

MacGregor (East Anglia), Mike Plant (NE).



Key People - KMT

• London Seminary rents the site from Kensit Memorial Trust (KMT) 

which employs:

• Ghenadi & Lidia Vasiliev

• Management of premises, including maintenance and cleaning.

• First Aid.

• Giovanni Corradelli

• Cook.   Importance of booking and eating meals.  Charging.



This Term

• Martyn Lloyd-Jones Memorial Lecture

• Tuesday 17 October 7.30pm – James Eglinton – Preaching 

& Preachers - Bavinck.   All welcome, free of charge.

• Special lectures 17-20 October

• James Eglinton:  Bavinck’s Theology.   Pastors booking in.

• Reading week 23-27 October





Books, Ebooks, 

and Apps
Of making many books there is no end…. (Eccl.12:12, NIV)



Buying Books

• Only buy the best books

• Only buy books you are going to read

• Crossway offer – you need to sign up!

• Think about ebooks



Advantages of Ebooks

• Portability

• Cost

• Useability



Formats - Kindle

•Amazon Kindle

•Good quality

•Proprietary format, with restrictions



Formats - epub

• Standard format for ebooks

•More flexible than Kindle

• Christianbook.com, Google Books, etc..



Formats - PDF

• Puritans – scanned copies of books

• Indexed pdf documents



• Logos.com – free multi-platform apps

• Great range of resources, all cross-referenced

• Expensive

• Seminary students qualify for academic discount

• Logos Gold is freely available on PC in Library for you to try

Apps – Logos   





Apps – Olive Tree

• Olivetree.com – free multi-platform apps

• Great range of resources

• Commentaries reasonably priced – wait for the sales ie 80% off (or 

50% for language tools).  Only buy from website (not the app)





Free Resources

•Stepbible.org

Developed by Tyndale House

•Biblehub.com









Money and Ministry

• ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ Ac.20:35 CSB

• Long-term ministry support.

• Support for Seminary studies.

• Raising support through gift aid – Stewardship Services

https://www.stewardship.org.uk/partner-account-individuals/eligibility

• Stephen Wright, Development Director, Wednesday 27 September 2.00pm
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